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Road Safety along A6005 
 

A meeting was held on 12th April 2022 with representatives 
from Breaston, Draycott and Ockbrook & Borrowash Parish 
Councils, an officer from DCC Highways and the police to 
discuss road safety issues along the A6005 between Spondon 
and Long Eaton.  Topics included speeding/traffic calming, the 
possible use of Speed Indicating Devices (SID), pedestrian 
refuges and pedestrian crossings.  
 

Council Tax 2022-2023 
 
The Council meeting on Wednesday 2nd February 2022 set a 
net budget for 2022 to 2023 at £618.457 million, reassuring 
Derbyshire residents it would continue to protect and invest in 
vital services but highlighting the fact it faced ongoing financial 
pressures in several areas, significantly in services caring for 
older and vulnerable people and children.   
 
The 3% Council Tax rise (2% lower than permitted by 
government) comprises a 1% adult social care precept (to be 
spent solely on adult social care) and 2% for general 
expenditure.  This means an extra 62p per week for an average 
band B household and 80p per week for a band D household. 
 

Managing Director of Derbyshire County 
Council 
 
Emma Alexander, former interim Managing Executive Director 
and Executive Director for Commissioning, Communities & 
Policy, was appointed as permanent Managing 



Director.  Emma formally took up the Managing Director role 
from 6th December 2021. 
 
The Managing Director will work alongside the Leader of the 
Council to ensure that the Council delivers its ambitious plans, 
and that Derbyshire thrives now and in the future.  It is 
expected that Emma will give the county strong, accountable 
senior officer leadership, ensuring the Council has the capacity 
to face the considerable challenges of the next few years which 
include leading the post-pandemic economic and social 
recovery and the integration of health and social care, driving 
forward Vision Derbyshire to develop a collaborative working 
model across all local authorities and harnessing the 
opportunities that levelling up presents. 
 

County Deals 
 
Derbyshire County Council, Derby City Council, 
Nottinghamshire County Council and Nottingham City Council 
were named as pathfinder areas by the government in 
February’s County Deals announcement and were invited to 
apply for a devolution deal. 
The four councils have now submitted initial proposals to 
negotiate a combined devolution deal with the government to 
seek to be at the front of the queue by securing the earliest 
possible deal to bring more decision-making power into the 
hands of local people.  Key areas for greater autonomy and 
funding highlighted in the submission to the government include 
transport and infrastructure, business growth, inward 
investment, strategic regeneration, destination management, 
employment, education, and skills. 
 

County libraries will not close 
 
Leader of Derbyshire County Council, Councillor Barry Lewis, 
has renewed his pledge to keep all libraries open across the 
county. 
Councillor Lewis, who is also Cabinet Member for Strategic 
Leadership, Culture, Tourism and Climate Change, reiterated 
his ‘no libraries will close on my watch’ statement after it was 



claimed that some libraries may close due to communities not 
coming forward to volunteer to run them. 
 

Free advice about energy use in people's 
homes  
 
Residents can get free advice from the Warmer Derby & 
Derbyshire helpline on reducing energy use, tackling energy-
related problems, and making homes warmer and more energy 
efficient.  They can call 0800 677 1332 free of charge, email 
wdd@mea.org.uk or check out www.energysavingtrust.org.uk. 
 
Marches Energy Agency, which runs the helpline, also issues a 
monthly newsletter packed full of the latest climate news, 
events, and resources for people in Derbyshire and 
Nottinghamshire. 
 

Derbyshire and Derby Minerals Local Plan - 
Consultation 
  
Consultation has closed on the latest stage in the preparation 
of the Derbyshire and Derby Minerals Local Plan.  The Minerals 
Local Plan, when finalised, will be the main document used to 
assess planning proposals for mineral development to decide 
whether they should be granted or refused planning 
permission.  The consultation consists of the proposed draft 
plan and a number of other supporting documents. 
 
The proposed draft plan covers the geographical county of 
Derbyshire, excluding that part which lies within the Peak 
District National Park.  The plan period is to 2038.  The plan 
sets out strategic priorities for minerals development through its 
vision and objectives.  It includes strategic policies to address 
those priorities, including policies to enable the supply of 
important minerals and, where necessary, it identifies specific 
sites for mineral working.  It also includes a set of non-strategic 
development management policies aimed at avoiding, 
minimising and mitigating the adverse impacts of minerals 
development. 
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Equality and Diversity Strategy 

DCC has adopted a new equality and diversity strategy for 
2022 – 2025. The strategy is designed to help to  achieve 
DCC’s equality and diversity objectives and contains five 
priorities: 

• a diverse and confident workforce 
• employment, skills and business support for people 

experiencing inequality and exclusion 
• engaged communities able to influence decisions 
• healthy and supported people 
• safe and inclusive places for everyone. 

Planning application for Elvaston Castle 
Country Park masterplan 
 
Detailed proposals to regenerate Elvaston Castle’s historic 
grounds in a planning application being submitted for the first 
phase of a £35 million regeneration programme.  Final touches 
have been added to proposals to reverse decades of 
underinvestment and secure the future of the 321-acre estate 
which includes the historic Grade II* Listed gardens which are 
the finest example of renowned 19th century gardener William 
Barron’s work. 
 
It follows a comprehensive public consultation exercise and 
many months of work with Elvaston Castle and Garden Trust 
(ECGT), working with the National Trust, to finalise proposals 
for: 

• building a new café accessed from the upper stable yard 
leading out onto a new adventure playground 

• regeneration of the lower stables yard into a space for 
retail, catering and exhibitions 

• regeneration of the upper stables yard for retail and office 
space 

• new accommodation and workshops for site staff and 
volunteers in the frame yard 

• reducing traffic through local villages and improving visitor 
access to the site by creating a new entrance and access 
drive closer to the A6 via a new junction/roundabout on 



the B5010. This would take visitors more quickly into the 
heart of the estate and to a proposed new car park. 

 
Restored to its former glory, the whole site will remain a country 
park, free at the point of entry with increased visitor numbers 
helping to contribute to the running costs.  If the first phase of 
the restoration gets the go-ahead, it will pave the way for 
further planned development such as: 

• the repair and renovation of further historic buildings on 
the site to bring them back into use 

• converting the ground floor of the castle into a 
conferencing and events venue 

• offering camping and glamping on the estate’s former 
campsite with facilities for touring caravans, motorhomes 
and tents. 

• an improved and varied events programme to attract a 
wider audience. 

 
If plans are approved, regeneration of the estate is expected to 
create more than 170 new jobs and increase the number of 
visitors. There are no plans to build new residential housing 
on the estate.  The planning application will be considered by 
the County Planning Committee which will decide whether or 
not to grant planning permission.  This is because, under 
planning law, planning applications for development on land 
owned by a particular council are considered by the planning 
committee for that council.  DCC’s Planning Committee 
considers all planning applications on their merits and is 
impartial.  All decisions by the committee are based on 
planning policy, factual information, information presented to 
the committee and other material considerations. 
 
The £35 million regeneration costs will come from a mix of 
public and private investment, including a bid to the National 
Lottery Heritage Fund and substantial investment from 
DCC.  The long-term plan is to hand the day-to-day running of 
the estate to the Elvaston Castle and Gardens Trust (ECGT) 
which is an independent charity committed to creating new jobs 
and new volunteering opportunities, to opening up access to 
more areas of the estate, and to sharing Elvaston’s history with 
new and diverse audiences.  



 

Online support for Ukraine 
 
DCC has set up a new section on its website with information 
for people arriving in Derbyshire from Ukraine and the 
households hosting them.  Information covering a number of 
areas has been gathered together in one place to help make 
the process of settling in run as smoothly as possible for all 
involved. 
 
Details range from how to find a school place or childcare, to 
contacts for health services and information on benefits claims 
is listed. Also added are contacts for emergency services – 
numbers we all know but our Ukrainian guests may not.  As 
well as information for refugees and host families, there’s also a 
section for people who are not hosting a family or individual but 
want to help out in other ways.  All the information can be 
translated. 
 

Appreciation 
 
Finally, but by no means least, I would like to extend my grateful 
thanks to the Clerk and Members of Breaston Parish Council for 
their continued help and support in my work as your County 
Councillor.  
 


